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Sir: 

Applicant submits the following references that were cited in 
a corresponding European Search Report (copy enclosed) in 
connection with the above -identified application. 

A copy of the references together with a listing on Form 
PTO-1449, is submitted herewith. Applicants note that EP 1 069 468 
Al, having a publication date of January 17, 2001 is not effective 
prior art in the U.S. In addition, the remaining references of EP 
1 041 435 Al, EP 1 014 178 Al and EP 1 026 545 A2 , fail to disclose 
the closed mixing means of instant claim 1, which as demonstrated 
during the examination of the application results in a superior 
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As such, these references are cumulative with the 



previously considered prior art and are not believed to be material 
to patentability. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(i), please place 
these references in the application file without consideration. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 
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